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PEFC Sustainable Forest Management National Standard Meeting Series
- General Evaluation Summary

Total Number of Meetings: 7

Meeting Period: May— September 2023
Format: Online (Zoom) and In-person
Organizer: Association for Sustainable Forest Management, Forest Products

and Services Certification (SOYDER)

Stakeholder Representation:  General Directorate of Forestry (OGM), universities, civisociety
organizations, forest cooperatives, and private sector
representatives

General Objective

This series of meetings was organized with the aim of developing a National Standard for Sustainable
Forest Management (SFM) tailored to Turkey and in line with PEFC criteria. The process aimed to
establish a standard that is legally compliant, inclusive of stakeholder participation, scientifically
grounded, and practically applicable.

Key Topics and Developments by Meeting

Meeting 1 (29.05.2023)
Objective: Formation of a broad-based working group

e Introduction to SOYDER and PEFC

e Reference to the existing 2019 Turkish Forest Management System by OGM
e Initial definition of stakeholder criteria and task distribution

e Unanimous decision to establish a participatory working group.

Meeting 2 (13.06.2023)
Objective: Presentation of the roadmap, schedule, and task table

e Decision to hold regular weekly meetings
e Harmonization of forestry terminology
e Roadmap structured into planning, drafting, and review phases

@ Meeting 3 (23.06.2023)
Topic: Criterion 1 — “Conservation of Forest Resources and Contribution to the Global Carbon Cycle

”

e Discussion of 3 thematic areas, 5 criteria, and 21 indicators

e Focus on forest inventory, planning, and strengthening carbon sink forests
e Detailed review of legal compliance (constitutional, national, international)
e Proposals for training and awareness included

e Allindicators unanimously approved
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Meeting 4 (27.07.2023)
Topic: Criteria 2 and 3 — Ecosystem Health and Forest Product Functions

“Ecosystem vitality” assessed through 25 sub-indicators

e Discussions on non-wood products, infrastructure, and forestry operations

e Comprehensive analysis on legal framework, verification sources, and minimum
requirements

e Evaluations supported by interactive presentations and stakeholder engagement

Meeting 5 (07.08.2023)
Topic: Criteria 4 and 5 — Biodiversity and Protective Functions

e 13 criteria and 67 indicators covered (ecologically significant areas, nature-based forestry,
traditional systems)

e 2 criteria and 12 indicators reviewed under protective functions (soil and water)

e Issues of data deficiency and access to reliable data sources were highlighted

e Need for scientific research emphasized to support standard development

Meeting 6 (21.08.2023)
Topic: Criterion 6 — Socio-Economic Functions

e 5 thematic areas, 12 criteria, and 39 indicators discussed

e Emphasis on rural community rights, traditional practices, education, health, and economic
benefits

e Legal compliance and community participation prioritized

e All elements unanimously approved

Meeting 7 (14.09.2023)
Objective: Final Review and Approval

e Summary evaluation of Meetings 1-6

e Final feedback reviewed and final adjustments made to the draft
e Final draft unanimously approved by vote

e Pilot implementation and communication strategies discussed

Common Decisions and Outcomes
e All meetings concluded with unanimous decisions.
e  Full compliance with legal frameworks and PEFC criteria was targeted.
e Scientific validity, stakeholder participation, and implementation feasibility were prioritized.
e The final standard draft has been completed and is ready for pilot application and official
approval.

This evaluation summary report was prepared by Furkan Giiltekin who is the General Secretary
of PEFC TURKIYE.
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